Aorta Ultrasound
More Information: AAA (General)

The International Society for Cardiovascular Surgery/Society for Vascular Surgery has
defined an AAA as a focal dilation of the abdominal aorta that results in a diameter at
least 50% larger than the expected normal diameter.! From a clinical standpoint this
definition can be problematic since the normal aorta falls within a range of numbers,
depending on gender, body habitus and age. Looking further into the relationship of
aging to aortic dilatation, it was found that an infrarenal aortic diameter in excess of 29
mm is always above the upper limit of normal, regardless of gender, body habitus and
age.” Based on this findings, it appears that the most practical definition is a diameter of
30 mm or greater.
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